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Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum
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1 min. walk from JR Marugame Sta.

[By JR Train] - 3.5 hours from Tokyo to Okayama by Shinkansen / 45 min. from Shin-Osaka to
Okayama by Shinkansen / 100 min. from Hakata to Okayama by Shinkansen, and 40 min. by
Limited Express from Okayama to Marugame. - 30 min. from Takamatsu to Marugame by Rapid
Express.

[By Airplane] - 80 min. from Tokyo (Haneda) International Airport / 90 min. from Narita
International Airport to Takamatsu Airport. Then 40 min. by taxi / 75 min. by limousine bus from
Takamatsu Airport to JR Marugame Sta. + 80 min. from Tokyo (Haneda) International Airport to
Okayama Airport. Then 30 min. from Okayama Airport to JR Okayama Sta. by limousine bus, and
40 min. by Limited Express from Okayama Sta. to Marugame Sta.

[By Car] - 15 min. from Sakaide-Kita interchange on the Seto Chuo Expressway. * 15 min. from
Sakaide interchange / Zentsuiji interchange on the Takamatsu Expressway. *Two hours free
parking available at underground facility at JR Marugame Sta.
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Genichiro Inokuma (1902-93) experienced war for a period when he has
around forty. In 1939, World War Il broke out while he was studying in Paris,
and the advancing war forced him to return to Japan. The drumbeat of war was
intensifying in Japan, as well, and in 1941 he was sent to China, nominally for
cultural observation. After the Pacific War started in December, he was
assigned as an army artist responsible for creating war record paintings. In this
role, he was dispatched to the Philippines in '42 and Burma (present
Myanmar) in '43 and worked in war zones a total three times.

Materials from that time confirm the existence of two war record paintings
created by Inokuma as an army artist. One of them, painted on Corregidor
Island in the Philippines, was lost during the war, so only the other work still
exists. That work, Railroad Construction in East Burma (1944, The National
Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo; on indefinite loan to this museum) was painted
in Burma at the site of Thai-Burma Railway construction. Although almost no
other paintings of war scenes remain, Inokuma did keep, in his own collection,
oil paintings he made of local people and scenery in lands he visited as an
army artist and sketches he made during evacuation. Many of these are mild,
realistic pictures showing daily life, and from them, we can sense the heavy
restrictions placed on art expression, at the time, as well as Inokuma’s
circumstances as an artist who, even then, had to be painting or drawing
something.

After the war, Inokuma almost never spoke of his wartime pictures. This
exhibition, held 70 years after the war amid new attention on wartime art,
traces his movements at the time and asks how he, as an artist, looked at war
and how war influenced his work. Presented, along with Inokuma’s surviving
war record painting and other works of that time, are his photos, journals,
books, correspondence and other materials, and war record paintings other
artists, including Tsuguharu Foujita and Kei Sato, with whom he enjoyed close
friendships.
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T763-0022 &R BHEET80-1 (JRALBERAT)
TEL 70877-24-7755 http://mimoca.org

Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum of Contemporary Art / The MIMOCA Foundation

80-1 Hama-machi, Marugame-shi, Kagawa 763-0022 JAPAN
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